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When we think of our city as a 
whole, it is important that it sustains 
a strong sense of identity for the 
diversity of people who live here. 

One important use of heritage would 
be to present the multiple layers of 
stories across the city so that we can 
experience the areas of Vancouver in 
a variety of ways. 

The recent City of Vancouver 
Arts and Culture Plan proposes 
actions for the incorporation of new 
approaches to both intangible and 
tangible heritage. 

For the purposes of ongoing cultural 
vitality, redress and equity, it also 
proposes integration of intangible 
heritage into the City’s existing 
heritage program which up to 
now has mainly focused on the 
preservation of buildings. 

This idea is consistent with best 
practices in heritage where it is not 
a standalone silo but approached 
as a part of culture, integrated into 
city planning for the purposes of 
economic, social and environmental 
sustainability. 

Our final talk for 2019 will look at the 
opportunity for how a new City-wide 
plan might carve out a larger role 
for heritage and integrate current 
heritage thinking into a wide range 
of the City’s social aims.

What’s the  
use of heritage?   
What’s happening  
to heritage?



Co-presented by SFU’s Vancity 
Office of Community Engagement 
and Heritage Vancouver Society.

Summaries of all previous  
Shaping Vancouver events, 
including audio recordings: 

www.heritagevancouver.org/
resources/past-talk-synopses

Panelists
Michael Gordon is a former Senior 
Downtown Planner, City of Vancouver, 
and recently appointed to the Vancouver 
Heritage Commission. Until 2018, 
he  was Senior Downtown Planner for the 
City of Vancouver primarily focused on 
planning in the downtown peninsula and 
the West End. 

He has been an Adjunct Professor 
teaching Housing and Community 
Planning Policy at the University of British 
Columbia for 18 years. He was elected 
President of the Canadian Institute of 
Planners in 2013 and previously served 
as the Vice-President of the Planning 
Institute of BC. He has presented and 
written extensively on urban history, 
design, planning, music policy, 
skateboarding, demographics and 
housing. 

Currently, he is shooting a documentary 
on the history of live music venues in 
Vancouver with Mark Pickersgill. He has 
been invited to speak and advise on 
urban issues in Berlin, New York, Seattle, 
Philadelphia, Portland, Memphis, Atlanta, 
Fort Worth, Toronto, Montreal, Vancouver, 
Halifax, Los Angeles and other cities. He 
has also received a number of awards 
for achievements in planning and his 
volunteer contributions to the planning 
profession and community-based 
planning. 



Elijah Sabadlan Heritage Consultant  
& Conservation Specialist. 

Elijah views heritage architecture as 
palimpsest in the continuing evolution of 
urban environments. 

As a Heritage Consultant with Donald 
Luxton & Associates, he provides 
heritage design and technical advice 
to the project team, from planning to 
construction. 

Recent projects include the preservation 
of the Old Stock Exchange Building 
Heritage Elevator Lobby, conservation 
planning for the Vancouver Post Office, 
and establishing a Conservation 
Guidelines for the Sinclair Centre. Other 
notable past conservation projects 
elsewhere include: the Broadview Hotel 
(Toronto, ON); the Imperial Oil Building 
lobby and Deer Park United Church 
(Toronto, ON); One Spadina Crescent 
(Toronto, ON); and Cultural Background 
Report for Port Union (Trinity Bay North, 
NL).

As an active member of the Canadian 
Association of Heritage Professionals 
(CAHP-ACECP) and its BC Chapter 
(BCAHP), Elijah uses his knowledge 
and expertise to build capacity and to 
facilitate conversations on conservation.

Carmel Tanaka was born and raised 
in Vancouver, Canada on the unceded 
territory of the Musqueam, Squamish and 
Tsleil-Waututh people to an Israeli mother 
and a Japanese Canadian father. 

She holds a Master’s Degree in 
Emergency and Disaster Management 
from Tel Aviv University. Her specialties 
are organizational disaster management, 
partnership building and community 
development with experience in Australia, 
Canada, and Israel. 

Carmel’s pro-diversity stance and open 
door policy stem from valuing both sides 
of her heritage, which she describes as 
“Jewpanese”. This base provides Carmel 
with the ability to sensitively manage 
and effectively mediate challenging 
projects involving multi-generational 
intersectional groups with mixed political, 
religious and social opinions. 

She has founded and leads: the Cross 
Cultural Strathcona Walking Tour, 
Genocide Prevention BC, and JQT 
Vancouver (Jewish Queer Trans*).

She was recently appointed to the 
Japanese Canadian Internment BC 
Redress Strategy Team by the National 
Association of Japanese Canadians.
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Kamala Todd is a Metis-Cree mother, 
community planner, filmmaker, curator, 
and educator born and raised in the 
beautiful lands of the hən̓q̓əmin̓əm̓ and 
Skwxwú7mesh-speaking people, aka 
Vancouver. 

She has a Masters degree in Geography 
(UBC) and is the City of Vancouver’s first 
Indigenous Arts and Culture Planner. 

Kamala’s film credits include Indigenous 
Plant Diva, Cedar and Bamboo, RELAW: 
Living Indigenous Laws, and Sharing our 
Stories: the Vancouver Dialogues Project. 

She is the author of “This Many-storied 
Land”, in In This Together: Fifteen Stories 
of Truth and Reconciliation (2016), 
and Truth-Telling: Indigenous 
perspectives on working with Municipal 
Governments (2017) for Vancouver Park 
Board.

Bill Yuen is the Executive Director  
of Heritage Vancouver Society. 

He is particularly interested in cultural 
landscape theory and practice as well  
as the role that normative economics, 
and behaviour play in heritage,  
heritage policy, and social outcomes. 

Recent work includes being part of the 
team researching San Francisco’s  
Legacy Business program and creating  
a Vancouver definition that is based  
off of a multitude of stakeholder values. 

In recent years, he has presented on 
creative interventions in heritage policy 
and managing change in cultural 
landscapes. 

Bill is involved in all aspects of the  
society from planning, program 
development and delivery, to 
administration and research.

Moderator



About 
this series
Vancouver’s heritage can play an 
important role towards creating a 
healthy, livable city that protects our 
cultural and social resources. In a city 
facing immense development pressure, 
heritage is an active part of shaping the 
city, rather than the common assumption 
that it is for preventing change.

Beyond its preservationist roots, 
heritage is actually a method of place 
management with the intention of 
guiding change. Shaping Vancouver 
2019: “What’s the Use of Heritage?” 
discusses how heritage fits in to planning 
Vancouver’s near future, what some of its 
uses are, and how it contributes to the 
city in more ways than aesthetics and 
historic commemoration.

Major change will be taking place across 
Vancouver: there will be City-wide Plan 
along with other large scale planning 
programs such as the Broadway 
Corridor, Chinatown Cultural  
Heritage Assets Management Plan,  
and Making Room. 

Questions?  
info@heritagevancouver.org

2019 Series 5  
Register online at heritagevancouver.org

May 21 
Reshaping local places

October 9 
What do we do about neighbourhoods

November 5 
Is heritage relevant

November 28 
What’s happening to heritage

 

Summaries of all previous  
Shaping Vancouver events, including 

audio recordings: 
www.heritagevancouver.org/
resources/past-talk-synopses



About Heritage 
Vancouver Society
Heritage Vancouver is an independent 
charitable non-profit society, helping 
communities understand and participate 
in sustaining Vancouver’s heritage. 

Now in our 28th year, we promote 
public engagement and dialogue 
on changes to significant aspects of 
our city’s cultural heritage, advance 
a comprehensive understanding of 
heritage that captures the diverse ways 
people establish meaningful connections 
with the environment around them—
whether they be built, cultural, natural 
or social. 

We apply this holistic view and promote 
its application in realizing engaged 
communities and a city that is layered 
thoughtfully with old, new, tangible and 
intangible qualities of place. 

We do this through representations to 
the City of Vancouver on development 
and policies in the city, our Shaping 
Vancouver public dialogue series, our 
presentations and talks to community 
members, our research, and our annual 
Top10 Watch List. 

Some of our most successful endeavors  
include efforts to preserve and restore 
elements from the art deco Burrard 
Bridge and Vancouver’s oldest remaining 
wooden schoolhouse Carleton Hall 
(1896) now in use by the Greenthumb 
Theatre Company. 

•  Become a member to help support 
heritage initiatives in Vancouver

•  Your tax deductible donation does  
make a difference to the Society

Engage with us. 

Twitter @heritagevan
Facebook heritagevancouver
Flickr heritagevancouver 
Instagram heritage_vancouver
Youtube heritagevancouver



Donations are tax deductible and help preserve Vancouver’s  
heritage and support Heritage Vancouver Society’s programs. 

Donations of any size are welcome and make a difference. 

To make a secure one-time or monthly tax deductible  
gift online via CanadaHelps:  
www.heritagevancouver.org/donate or 
www.canadahelps.org/dn/16909 

Or cheques payable to Heritage Vancouver Society at:  
309 – 268 Keefer Street, Vancouver, BC  V6A 1X5 

Heritage Vancouver Society is a Registered Canadian Charity. 
Thank you for your support.

Members benefit from reduced event tickets, advanced notification  
of events, regular updates, and opportunities to become involved. 

Your memberhip directly supports our on-going services and programs  
of Heritage Vancouver Society. 

Individual, Student, and Corporate Memberships available. 

Join online www.heritagevancouver.org/membership

 
info@heritagevancouver.org  604 254 9411 (voice/msg/text)

Support

Memberships with us

Engage with us. 

Twitter @heritagevan
Facebook heritagevancouver
Flickr heritagevancouver 

Instagram heritage_vancouver
Youtube heritagevancouver


